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We
As we all know, if just one of the world's 19,000 nuclear weapons was detonated, it would instantly kill thousands of people. But the tragedy 
does not stop there. �e International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has concluded that �rst responders would be unable to provide 
victims with the emergency relief so urgently needed. Over the course of the coming decades, the longterm e�ects of the blast would devastate 
agriculture and cause cancer and birth defects on a massive scale, causing the death toll to rise by two or three times. �is makes the existence 
and deployment of nuclear weapons one of the most serious humanitarian challenges of our time.

To demonstrate that a treaty banning nuclear weapons is both urgently needed and possible, ICAN has invited hundreds of people from all 
corners of the world to the ICAN Civil Society Forum. We will discuss and debate, inspire and be inspired, enlighten and be enlightened. �e 
disarmament processes of the 1990s and 2000s that led to the bans on landmines and cluster bombs have already demonstrated the potency of 
humanitarian arguments in pushing disarmament negotiations forward. For nearly seven decades we have waited for nuclear-armed states to 
ful�ll their moral obligations to get rid of these weapons. �ey have failed.

�e time has come to reframe the debate on nuclear weapons - to  recognise their unacceptable impact and to begin the work to ban them once 
and for all. 

Let's get this done!

are at the beginning of an exciting journey. After decades of inaction, the moment has �nally arrived for us to recognize in clear 
terms that the humanitarian impacts of the use of nuclear weapons are completely unacceptable and unjusti�able. We hope that 
our actions and voices over the coming days will inspire states to begin the work of outlawing these weapons. We have a lot of 
work to do, but the end of the journey - the treaty banning nuclear weapons - is well within our grasp. 
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Catastrophic humanitarian impact

why catastrophic?

Any use of nuclear weapons would result in catastrophic consequences, for which there can be no e�ective response. �e human e�ects of radiation 
would cause su�ering and death on a vast scale for many years after the initial explosion. A ban on nuclear weapons is the only way to ensure these 
weapons are never used. It is an urgent humanitarian necessity.
 

�e destructive power of one nuclear weapon is not limited by either space or time; the radiation released can a�ect health and agriculture in the 
region for years to come. �e use of even a limited number of nuclear weapons would a�ect the global environment and utterly devastate agriculture 
over wide areas, most likely causing mass starvation and disruption of global food distribution.

Deaths after the use of nuclear weapons can far exceed those at the time of the actual explosions. Due to the severe e�ects  of radiation on the human 
metabolism, the death toll in Hiroshima and Nagasaki increased by two to three times in the �ve years following the atomic bombings to nearly 
500,000. 
�ere is no e�ective international plan in place to assist the victims of nuclear weapons. �e likely destruction of health infrastructure and 
widespread death and injury of health-care professionals in a�ected areas would increase human su�ering exponentially.

Jacob Kellenberger

�e existence of nuclear weapons poses some of the most profound 
questions about the point at which the rights of States must yield 
to the interests of humanity, (..) and the extent of human su�ering 
we are willing to in�ict, or to permit, in warfare.

Source: �e International Red Cross and Red Crescent Society (ICRC)
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time to reframe the nuclear doctrine

A Security Threat

an environmental threat

A Humanitarian Threat

It is estimated that the world’s nine nuclear-armed states possess nearly 19,000 nuclear warheads. While 
some are in storage, around 8,000 warheads are operational. Over a thousand are still on high alert status 
and ready to launch at short notice. Accidents and the risks of unauthorized use increase the security threats 
from these arsenals. Russia and the United States have recommitted to maintaining a triad of nuclear 
strategic forces that can be �red from land, sea and air; China is modernizing, while Britain and France have 
recently signed a 50-year cooperation treaty to maintain and renew their nuclear weapons systems. India and 
Pakistan are both producing plutonium and highly enriched uranium to add to their growing nuclear 
arsenals. Israel is currently the only country in the Middle East with nuclear weapons, but Iran may soon 
follow.

New studies by some of the world’s leading scientists have con�rmed that not only would the health and 
environmental e�ects of using relatively low numbers of nuclear weapons be more severe and prolonged than 
previously thought, but also that abrupt global cooling, unprecedented in recorded human history, would 
follow a regional nuclear war involving 100 Hiroshima-size nuclear weapons. If fewer weapons were used, 
there could still be climate changes severe enough to disrupt agricultural production and trigger high prices 
and food hoarding, which would make food inaccessible to at-risk population in much of the world.

When weapons cause indiscriminate, unacceptable harm, especially to non-combatants, disarmament 
becomes a humanitarian issue. Few issues are more appropriate for humanitarian concern than nuclear 
weapons. It seems reasonable to conclude that few of the 800 million people who are already malnourished 
would survive famine on this scale or the major epidemics of infectious disease that would likely ensue. 
When a nuclear weapon explodes, the initial blast and heat kill instantly. �e number of deaths depends on 
the size of the warhead and density of population. Fires and radioactive fallout generated by the explosions 
will spread the deadly e�ects even further, causing su�ering and death for years after the initial explosion.

Nuclear Forces in 2012

Country Warheads
United States
Russia
United Kingdom
France
China
India
Pakistan
Israel
North Korea

8000
10,000

225
300
240

80 -100
90 -110

80
<10

Total ~19,000
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debunking the nuclear myths

Between 1945 and 1997, nuclear-armed states have been involved in more wars than non-nuclear weapons states. 
Nuclear weapons neither prevented nor assured victory in a range of wars involving nuclear-armed states, in Korea, 
Vietnam, Afghanistan, the Falklands or Iraq. Nuclear weapons risks and possession intensify mistrust and can 
contribute to instability. 

nuclear weapons keep us safe and prevent wars1

Rules derived from the UN Charter and the Geneva Conventions  require the following of the use of any weapon:  
Must be proportional to the initial attack; Must be necessary for e�ective self-defence; Must not be directed at 
civilians or civilian objects; Must be used in a manner that makes it possible to discriminate between military targets 
and civilian non-combatants; Must not cause unnecessary or aggravated su�ering to combatants; Must not a�ect 
states that are not parties to the con�ict, and; Must not cause severe, widespread or long-term damage to the 
environment. Nuclear weapons violate them all!

nuclear weapons are legitimate

Nuclear weapons are futile against any of today’s real security threats. Nuclear weapons cannot help us deal with 
climate chaos, depletion of water, environmental degradation, poverty, hunger, overpopulation, pandemics such as 
AIDS or avian �u, failing states, non-state armed groups or terrorists, organised crime, or tra�cking in drugs, people 
and arms. Nuclear weapons have no value tactically because they have no battle�eld utility. Military commanders in 
Europe and the US frequently point out that nuclear weapons do not have military utility. For example, the US 
Defense Science Board Task Force on Future Strategic Strike Forces recommended that the nuclear capability of 
“forward-based, tactical, dual-capable aircraft should be eliminated because there is ‘no obvious military need for 
these systems.

nuclear weapons are necessary to our security

2
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Have you ever been confronted with a problem that seems impossible to solve? Have you ever then refused to give up, tried over and over again, and then 
suddenly, in a �ash, realized that the problem has a clear and straightforward solution? 

Over the past six decades we have witnessed two catastrophic nuclear detonations in war, thousands of nuclear tests and year upon year of deadlocked 
discussions on nuclear weapons. 

In 2007, the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) was formed. Behind the establishment of the campaign was the strong belief 
that civil society must work together in a coordinated coalition if we are going to solve the problems caused by nuclear weapons. We agreed that an 
international treaty banning nuclear weapons is possible, and that it is needed to prevent nuclear weapons from ever being used again. 

Six years later, with more than 200 partner organizations across 60 di�erent countries, we are ready to re-double our e�orts and work towards getting an 
international treaty to ban nuclear weapons. Too many lives have been lost, too many generations have su�ered from the radioactive fallout of nuclear 
explosions, and too many people live in fear. 

Now is the time to ban nuclear weapons. 
 

If just one of the world's 19,000 nuclear weapons was detonated, be it intentionally or accidentally, not only would it kill thousands of people instantly 
and spread its long-term e�ects across borders and generations, but, as the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has concluded, �rst 
responders would be unable to provide the emergency relief so urgently needed. �is makes the continued existence and deployment of nuclear weapons 

one of the most serious humanitarian challenges of our time. 

Nuclear weapons have unacceptable humanitarian consequences which is a fact that so far been sidelined in the international debate. �e conference on 
the humanitarian impact of nuclear weapons in Oslo provides a platform for experts to lay out the humanitarian problems of nuclear weapons to the 
participating governments and civil society representatives, and, in so doing, will provide a clear rationale for banning them. 
   

�ere are already 120 countries that have joined six di�erent regional agreements through nuclear weapon-free zones banning nuclear weapons. At the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) Preparatory Committee in Vienna in May 2012, 16 countries called for nuclear weapons to be outlawed on the 
basis of their catastrophic humanitarian impact, and a group of 35 states reiterated this call at the UN First Committee on Disarmament and 
International Security in October 2012. 

�e next step is to pursue a global treaty that bans nuclear weapons and sets a new international standard. �e Oslo conference should contribute to 
reframing the debate around nuclear weapons and lay out a new framework for how these weapons should be considered. We want this to be the 
beginning of a new discussion among governments, civil society and international organisations, and our job is to make sure that the humanitarian 
impact of nuclear weapons will be the basis for international e�orts to outlaw these weapons. 

The problem
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�e International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN)  is a global campaign coalition working to mobilize people in all countries to 
inspire, persuade and pressure their governments to initiate and support negotiations for a treaty banning nuclear weapons. �e campaign was launched 
in 2007, and is now active in more than 60 countries worldwide. 

We call on states, international organizations, civil society organizations and other actors to:

Acknowledge that any use of nuclear weapons would cause catastrophic humanitarian and environmental harm.

Acknowledge that there is a universal humanitarian imperative to ban nuclear weapons, even for states that do not possess them.

Acknowledge that the nuclear-armed states have an obligation to eliminate their nuclear weapons completely.

Take immediate action to support a multilateral process of negotiations for a treaty banning nuclear weapons.

who we are

Our campaign brings together humanitarian, environmental, human rights, peace and development organizations in more than 60 countries to 
seize the historic opportunity that exists to outlaw and eliminate nuclear weapons. ICAN is responsible for coordinating civil society participation 
in the Oslo Conference and is committed to working in partnership with supportive states, international organizations and other actors towards 
a global ban on nuclear weapons. 

WANT TO BECOME A PARTNER?
Write to info@icanw.org or go to www.icanw.org and download the partnership form!
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saturday, march 2

DETAILED PROGRAMME

Big Bang!
�e Nuclear Issue Basics
An enormous explosion, superpower rivalry, Hirohima and Nagasaki - we 
all know something about nuclear weapons, but not enough. We start with 
an introduction to the whys and wherefores of nuclear weapons.

Speaker: Dr Patricia Lewis, Chatham House

ICAN’s Call
A ban on nuclear weapons, you say? We will hear why a ban on nuclear 
weapons is urgently needed, and how it can, and indeed will, be achieved. 

Speaker: Dr Rebecca Johnson, Co-Chair of ICAN 

�e Great Challenge
�e abolition of slavery, the end of apartheid, treaties banning landmines 
and cluster bombs - history has shown that with energy, commitment, a 
clear goal and a good strategy, it is possible to achieve real and sustainable 
change.

Speaker: Cardinal John Onaiyekan, Archbishop of Abuja

Lunch Break

17.00-20.00
18.00 -22.30

Friday, march 1
Registration
Food & Jazz music with Nestor Torres

12.30 - 13.30

10.00 - 12.00

12.00 - 14.30

14

9.00 - 10.00 Registration & Co�ee

ICAN Short Movie: Our Future, Our Choice

Understanding the Consequences on the Ground
A representative of the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign A�airs joins us to discuss 
the Norwegian Conference on  the Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear Weapons.

Speaker: Gry Larsen, State Secretary, Norwegian Ministry of Foreign 
A�airs

 Parallel Session:
Can Nuclear Weapons be a Tool for Peace?
Can nuclear weapons really be thought of as an instrument of peace? Our 
panel of experts will discuss how this myth came about and will deconstruct 
the deterrence arguments.

Moderator: 
Stine Rødmyr, Chair, Norwegian No to Nuclear Weapons

Feeling inspired by the speakers and ready to take the next steps?  Grab your 
lunch and head to the Marketplace where ICAN partners are waiting to 
help you get the skills you’ll need to make a ban on nuclear weapons a 
reality!  Check out the Speakers’ Corner, practice using the media to get your 
message out, learn how to work with parliamentarians and gain other skills 
all while hanging out with your fellow campaigners!

Jazz �autist from Puerto Rico. Torres is an acclaimed jazz musician and 
winner of a Latin Grammy Award for his album �is Side of Paradise. 
He is known for his humanitarian work, having received two honorary 
doctorates for his commitment to youth education and cultural 
exchanges, and has performed for the Dalai Lama.



sunday, march 3
Treaty Making

Nuclear Party

Interview with Martin Sheen

Who said that campaigners don’t have fun? Join us on the dance �oor!

Changing International Politics �rough Treaties
A number of global problems, from international wars, to human rights 
violations, to climate change, to the use of inhumane weapons, have been 
addressed by the establishment of international treaties. But how are these 
treaties developed? What can ICAN learn from previous processes, and how 
can civil society work to ensure a successful and e�ective outcome? A panel of 
experts and campaigners with hands-on experience from di�erent 
treaty-making processes will discuss strategies for solving global problems 
through the development of new legal instruments. 

Moderator: 
Torbjørn Gra� Hugo, International Law and Policy Institute 

Panel: 
Dr John Borrie, United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research
Bill Pace, Coalition for the International Criminal Court 
Yvo DeBoer, KPMG
Anna MacDonald, Oxfam 

�e personal dimension
It is surprisingly easy to forget that nuclear weapons have actually been used 
twice against civilians. Two survivors will share their personal account of 
the inhumane nature of these weapons.

Speakers: 
Rt Revd Yutaka Minabe, Religions for Peace, Hiroshima survivor
Terumi Tanaka, Hidankyo 

Panel Discussion: Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear Explosions
It almost goes without saying that any use of nuclear weapons would have 
catastrophic humanitarian consequences. But what does this really mean? 
How many people can these weapons kill, and what kind of injuries would 
survivors and relief agencies have to deal with? And what do we know about 
the longer-term climatic, socio-economic, and agricultural e�ects? A panel of 
leading experts from the �elds of medicine, humanitarian crisis relief and 
climate research will discuss the humanitarian impact of nuclear explosions.

Moderator: 
Dr. Helen Durham, Red Cross Australia

Panel:
Dr Ira Helfand, IPPNW 
Dr Alan Robock, Rutgers University
Dr Rianne Teule, Greenpeace International
Prof Sir Andy Haines, London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine

10.00 - 12.00

22.00 - ~

20.00 - 22.00

15

Catastrophic Impact 14.30 - 16.30

Panel: 
Ward Wilson, Monterey Institute of International Studies
Robert Green, Commander (Retired) in the Royal Navy 
Anne �elle, Norwegian Military Academy 

We encourage participants to ask questions and share their views at the end 
of the panel discussion.
 

We encourage participants to ask questions and share their views at the end 
of the panel discussion

&  Father John Dear



Doing it!

Lunch Break

Feeling inspired by the speakers and ready to take the next steps?  Grab your 
lunch and head to the Marketplace where ICAN partners are waiting to 
help you get the skills you’ll need to make a ban on nuclear weapons a 
reality!  Check out the Speakers Corner, practice using the media to get your 
message out, learn how to work with parliamentarians and gain other skills 
all while hanging out with your fellow campaigners! Best Practice Campaigning 

ICAN is an international network of campaigners in more than 60 
countries. Ten active ICAN campaigners from di�erent corners of the world 
will talk about what they are doing in their countries to get their governments 
behind the demand for a treaty banning nuclear weapons. 

Make it happen
Let’s get �red up and ready to go for a treaty banning nuclear weapons. 

Speaker:
�omas Nash, ICAN International Steering Group

Will �is Moment Ever Let Go? - Concert
See events section of this guide for details

Campaigning in the 21st Century 
�e last decade has witnessed the appearance of new forms of political 
campaigning. �e Arab Spring, the Occupy Wall Street movement, and 
Barack Obama’s presidential election campaign were all characterized by 
new methods of mobilization, communication and political action. How to 
produce political results in the age of globalization?

Speakers: 
Amelia Showalter, former Director of Digital Analytics at Obama for 
America Campaign.   
Jim McBride,  campaigner and media relations consultant. 
Dr Rianne Teule, Greenpeace International

Changing International Politics �rough Treaties
A number of global problems, from international wars, to human rights 
violations, to climate change, to the use of inhumane weapons, have been 
addressed by the establishment of international treaties. But how are these 
treaties developed? What can ICAN learn from previous processes, and how 
can civil society work to ensure a successful and e�ective outcome? A panel of 
experts and campaigners with hands-on experience from di�erent 
treaty-making processes will discuss strategies for solving global problems 
through the development of new legal instruments. 

Moderator: 
Torbjørn Gra� Hugo, International Law and Policy Institute 

Panel: 
Dr John Borrie, United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research
Bill Pace, Coalition for the International Criminal Court 
Yvo DeBoer, KPMG
Anna MacDonald, Oxfam 

How to Achieve a Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapons? 
We will hear an expert account of how treaty processes work and the lessons 
learned from previous disarmament initiatives.

Speaker: 
Richard Moyes, ICAN International Steering Group

14.30 - 16.30

19.00

16

12.00 - 14.30

We encourage participants to ask questions and share their views at the end 
of the panel discussion

12.30 - 13.30Parallel Session: Ethics in International Politics
What does it take for ethical arguments to trump the vested interests of 
powerful actors? How can we elevate ethical concerns to the center stage of 
international decision-making processes?

Moderator: 
Stein Villumstad, Religions for Peace

Panel: 
Kristo�er Lidén, Peace Research Institute Oslo (PRIO)
Father John Dear S.J., Peace activist

Liv Tørres, Norwegian Peoples Aid
Bharti Tailor, Hindu Council of Europe
Cardinal John Onaiyekan, Religions for Peace 



the red couch
America's "Acting President" Martin Sheen, aside from 
being a talented actor, director and producer is also an 
outspoken activist. Mr Sheen is a tireless champion for 
social justice. Never afraid to take a tough stand, Martin 
Sheen has been arrested more than 60 times protesting 
for various worthy causes.

When asked about his activism he said, "I don't have a 
cause per se. I have a conscience. And I feel moved to be 
present at various sites to call attention to peace and 
justice 

issues[...] �is is about uniting the will of the spirit and 
the work of the �esh, I cannot not do this and be 
myself.”

In an interview for the documentary Atomic Mom, Mr 
Sheen explained why it is so important for him to 
inspire younger generations to engage and change the 
world, noting that we do have the responsibility to  act 
because we know what nuclear weapons are capable of. 
By dropping the bomb  we opened Pandora’s Box of 
evil, by mantaining nuclear weapons we show lack of 
intelligence and compassion.

Father John Dear is a renowned peace activist who has 
written 28 books on peace and nonviolence, including 
Living Peace and Lazarus, Come Forth! He has travelled 
widely to stand up for peaceful causes and was 
nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize by Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu.

ICAN is proud to welcome Mr Sheen and Rev Dear on the 
Red Couch to learn more about their many contributions 
as social activists.
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the events

Chateau Neuf, Basement level
22.00 

Nuclear Party

Well, it's certainly been a day full of 
inspiration and enlightenment. You've 
listened, learned, engaged, discussed and 
observed, so you'll be forgiven for feeling 
saturated with ideas, arguments, facts and 
�gures, and absorbed by a wide range of 
emotions. Perhaps you're bubbling with 
excitement and ready to run outside and 
spread the message right now!! But, alas, it's 
10 o'clock at night on a Saturday, your MFA 
is asleep, or (quite possibly) half-a-world away, 
and all that pent-up excitement has got to go 
somewhere…

Why not release some of that energy on the 
dance �oor? Grab your fellow campaigners 
and activists, newfound friends and old 
chums alike, let your hair down and party like 
you've just initiated a substantive process for a 
treaty banning nuclear weapons!! See you at 
the disco!

All participants of ICAN International Civil 
Society Forum will get a free ticket to the 
concert. �e composition is inspired by the 
Japanese animation �lm PicaDon and the 
events in Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945. 

�e performance will unite musicians, singers, 
artists and dancers from four corners of the 
world (Norway, Denmark, US, Australia and 
Japan). It also blends art music and traditional 
folk music. 

�e lyrics are adapted from two short poems 
by the Norwegian poet Jan Erik Vold. �e 
poems will be performed in each of the  
singers’ di�erent languages and by the poet 
himself. �e ensemble will consist of a large 
choir, a baritone, an alto, a harp, two 
accordions, a Mongolian two-string cello, 
throat singers, a theremin and four dancers.

Directed by: Magnar Åm 
19.00  March 3, 2013 in the City Hall in Oslo.

Will this moment ever let go? 

18



the speakers



Celebrated actor and former 
President of the United States (at 
least on critically-acclaimed 
television series, �e West Wing), 
Sheen is also a committed activist 
who has received two awards for his 
humanitarian work. He has 
devoted his time and money to 
many charities and NGOs, 
including Earth First, Help Darfur 
Now and PETA. 

Director of Article 36, Nash is the 
joint Coordinator of the 
International Network on 
Explosive Weapons and serves on 
the leadership bodies of ICAN 
and the International Action 
Network on Small Arms. He 
served as Coordinator of the 
Cluster Munition Coalition from 
2004 to 2011 and led the global 
campaign in the push for the 
Convention on Cluster 
Munitions which was signed in 
2008. 

Senior Fellow at the Center for 
Nonproliferation Studies of the 
Monterey Institute of Internation-
al Studies. His book, Five Myths 
About Nuclear Weapons, has been 
described as "a lethal assault on the 
rationale for keeping nuclear 
weapons, using pragmatic 
arguments". He has shared his 
expertise at talks at Stanford, 
Princeton, Georgetown, the Naval 
War College, the United Nations 
and the British House of 
Commons, among others.

Ward Wilson Dr John Borrie
Senior researcher and policy 
advisor at the United Nations 
Institute for Disarmament 
Research (UNIDIR). He is the 
author of the book Unacceptable 
Harm: A History of How the 
Treaty to Ban Cluster Munitions 
Was Won, and, with Tim 
Caughley, the report “How are 
Humanitarian Approaches 
Relevant to Achieving Progress 
on Nuclear Disarmament?” Prior 
to joining UNIDIR, Dr Borrie 
worked with the Mines-Arms 
Unit of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC). 
 

Rev John Dear S.J. is a Jesuit priest, 
peace activist, organizer, lecturer, 
retreat leader and author/editor of 
28 books on peace and 
nonviolence, including Living 
Peace. In recognition for his 
numerous e�orts and 
achievements, Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu nominated him for 
the Nobel Peace Prize. He has been 
arrested over 75 times carrying out 
acts of nonviolent civil disobedi-
ence against war, injustice and 
nuclear weapons. 

Rev  John Dear

Thomas NashMartin Sheen Dr Liv Torres
General-Secretary of Norwegian 
People's Aid, the labour 
movement's humanitarian 
solidarity organization. She was 
previously Political Advisor at 
the Ministry of Labour and has 
held key positions at the 
Research Council of Norway, 
FAFO and the University of 
Oslo. Dr Tørres holds her PhD 
in Political Science on the 
Impact of South African Trade 
Unionism. 
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Commander, Royal Navy 
(Retired), served in the British 
Royal Navy from 1962-82. He 
�ew in Buccaneer carrier-borne 
nuclear strike aircraft , then in 
anti-submarine helicopters 
equipped with nuclear 
depth-bombs.  In his �nal job, he 
was Sta� O�cer to 
Commander-in-Chief Fleet at 
Northwood HQ near London, in 
charge of round-the-clock 
intelligence support for Polaris as 
well as the rest of the Fleet. 

Managing Partner at Article 36, 
and member of ICAN's 
International Steering Group. He 
is joint Coordinator of the 
International Network on 
Explosive Weapons (INEW) and 
an Honorary Fellow at the 
University of Exeter. Moyes 
previously served as Director of 
Policy at Action on Armed 
Violence and Co-Chair of the 
Cluster Munitions Coalition. He 
also established and managed 
explosive ordnance disposal 
projects for the UK NGO Mines 
Advisory Group. 

Former Director of Digital 
Analytics at President Obama’s 
re-election campaign. Amelia 
specializes in data analysis and 
experimental design, with 
particular expertise in online 
fundraising and organizing. She 
was in charge of a team of 15 
analysts on the presidential 
campaign. Prior to working for 
Obama,  she worked as director of 
media strategies at Changing 
Targets Media, where she assessed 
the e�ectiveness of television 
advertising.

State Secretary at the Ministry 
of Foreign A�airs for Norway. 
Larsen was Political Adviser to 
Norwegian Minister of Foreign 
A�airs Jonas Gahr Støre from 
2005 to 2009. She was the 
leader of the Labour Youth 
League for four years and has 
been a member of the 
International Committee of the 
Labour Party since 2005.

Gry Larsen Dr patricia lewis
Research Director, International 
Security at Chatham House  in 
London. From 2008 to 2012 Dr 
Lewis was Deputy Director and 
Scientist-in-Residence at the 
James Martin Center for 
Nonproliferation Studies at the 
Monterey Institute of 
International Studies California. 
From 1997 to 2008, she was the 
Director of the United Nations 
Institute for Disarmament 
Research (UNIDIR) in Geneva 
and from 1989 to 1997 she was 
the Director of the Veri�cation 
Technology and Information 
Centre (VERTIC) in London.  
 

A prodigiously multi-talented 
artist, Naima McLean's music 
infuses jazz, R&B, spoken word 
and hip hop to create what she 
calls "Poetic Soul". In addition to 
opening for Joe �omas on his 
South Africa tour in 2011 and 
performing her poetry at a tour 
facilitated by the British Council - 
Verbalize 2010, Naima has made 
cameo appearances on South 
Africa's most watched TV drama 
and performed at Urban Voices 
International 2009 and �e 
African Leadership Conference 
2010 and 2011. 

Naima Mclean

Richard MoyesAmelia ShowalterCDr (ret) Robert Green
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“Obama for America 2008” 
campaigner and media relations 
consultant. In February 2011, he 
founded Network For Progress as 
a community-building program 
to engage people inspired by the 
"Yes We Can" Movement of 
2008 via more social and 
media-savvy communications 
and outreach initiatives.

Dr. Rianne Teule works as 
international campaigner on 
nuclear energy for Greenpeace 
International since August 2008. 
Prior to that, she was Campaigner 
on nuclear energy & disarmament 
at Greenpeace Netherlands. 
Rianne has a PhD in Physical 
Chemistry, and has acted as a 
radiation expert in Greenpeace 
since 2002. Working on nuclear 
and energy issues for more than 
ten years, she developed extensive 
knowledge on nuclear technology 
and safety.  

Director of the London School of 
Hygiene & Tropical Medicine. Sir 
Haines was professor of primary 
health care at University College 
London. Haines´ areas of 
expertise are climate change and 
health, global health policy, 
health systems, primary health 
care.

Anglican Bishop of Yokohama 
and Director of Religions for 
Peace Japan (RPJ) as well as 
Vice-Chairperson for the 
Disarmament and Reconcilia-
tion Committee of the RJP.

Rt. Revd. Yutaka Minabe bharti tailor
First woman elected to serve as 
Secretary General of the Hindu 
Forum of Britain, and �rst Hindu 
female to be invited to become a 
Member of the European 
Council of Religious Leaders. 
Sacri�cing high income for 
spiritual and moral principals, 
she now lives what can be 
described as a ‘Gandhian 
Lifestyle’. Today, as well as her 
duties as Secretary General Bharti 
is also serves as Hindu Chaplain 
to a Women’s’ Prison.

Chair, No to Nuclear Weapons 
and Member of ICAN Norway 
Steering Group. Rødmyr is a long 
time anti-nuclear activist who has 
played an instrumental role in 
various disarmament initiatives.

Stine rodmyr

Dr Rianne teuleProf Sir Andy HainesJim Mcbride
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DR Helen Durham
Head of International Law and 
Principles at Australian Red 
Cross and a Senior Fellow at 
Melbourne Law School. Helen 
has worked as Head of O�ce 
and Legal Adviser to the Sydney 
o�ce of the ICRC Regional 
Delegation in the Paci�c, as well 
as for Australian Red Cross as 
National Manager for IHL. She 
has been involved in ICRC 
operational work in the �eld and 
has been part of negotiations for 
international treaties in New 
York and Rome.

William R. Pace
Executive Director of the World 
Federalist Movement-Institute for 
Global Policy (WFM-IGP). He has 
been engaged in international 
justice, rule of law, environmental 
law, and human rights for the past 
30 years. He previously served as 
the Secretary-General of the Hague 
Appeal for Peace, the Director of 
the Center for the Development of 
International Law, and the 
Director of Section Relations of 
the Concerts for Human Rights 
Foundation at Amnesty 
International, among other 
positions. 

Torbjorn Graff Hugo 

Ira Helfand has worked for many 
years as an emergency room 
physician and now practices 
internal medicine at an urgent care 
center in Spring�eld, MA. He is a 
Past President of Physicians for 
Social Responsibility and is 
currently the North American 
Vice President of our global 
federation, the International 
Physicians for the Prevention of 
Nuclear War.s.

Dr Ira helfand
Executive Director of Acronym 
Institute for Disarmament and 
Diplomacy and Co-Chair of 
ICAN. Dr Johnson is a former 
senior adviser to the Weapons of 
Mass Destruction Commission 
and vice-chair of the Bulletin of 
the Atomic Scientists, and is also 
Vice-President of the Campaign 
for Nuclear Disarmament. Dr 
Johnson is an internationally 
recognized expert on nuclear 
disarmament and 
non-proliferation, with more 
than 30 years experience in the 
�eld.

Dr rebecca johnson
Head of Arms Control at Oxfam. 
She has been working for Oxfam 
for 16 years and has represented 
Oxfam and the Control Arms 
campaign at several UN 
conferences on the arms trade. She 
has worked with people a�ected by 
con�ict in many of Oxfam's 
programmes around the world. 

Anna Mcdonald
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Advisor for nuclear weapons 
policies at the International Law 
and Policy Institute (ILPI). He 
previously worked at the Section 
for Disarmament and Nonprolif-
eration at the Norwegian 
Ministry of Foreign A�airs in 
Oslo. His areas of expertise are 
nuclear disarmament, ethnic 
con�icts and  constitutional 
frameworks. 



Archbishop of Abuja and Cardinal 
in the Roman Catholic Church. 
His Eminence Cardinal John 
Onaiyekan is Past President of the 
Christian Association of Nigeria 
and Past President of the Synod of 
Episcopal Conferences of Africa 
and Madagascar. He is the winner 
of the the 2012 International Pax 
Christi Peace Laureate and was a 
nominee in 2012 for the Nobel 
Peace Prize.

yvo  deboer

Special Global Advisor for 
Climate Change and 
Sustainability at KPMG. DeBoer 
was the Executive Secretary of 
the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change, 
having been appointed by 
Secretary-General Ko� Annan in 
2006. Prior to joining the 
UNFCCC, DeBoer was the 
Director for International A�airs 
of the Ministry of Housing, 
Spatial Planning and 
Environment in the Netherlands, 
where he focused on 
international policy. 

Anne thelle
Author and Research Fellow, 
University of Oslo. �elle conducts 
research at the University of Oslo 
and taught intercultural 
communications at the Norwegian 
Military Academy. She is the 
author of the award-winning book 
Japan - solens opprinnelse.

Secretary General of the Japan 
Confederation of A-H Bomb 
Su�erers Organizations (Nihon 
Hidankyo). Dr Tanaka was 13 
years old and was inside his house 
located at 3.2 kilometers away 
from the hypocenter of Nagasaki 
atomic - bombing on August 9, 
1945. 

Dr terumi tanaka
General Secretary for European 
Council of Religious Leaders - 
Religions for Peace. Mr 
Villumstad was the �rst co-chair 
of the Action by Churches 
Together (ACT International) 
Executive Committee where he 
was charged with coordinating 
church-based relief for over 100 
organizations worldwide. He has 
been a member of the World 
Council of Churches' (WCC) 
Commission on International 
A�airs. 

stein villumstad
Researcher and Coordinator at 
Peace Research Institute Oslo 
(PRIO). Lidén's research interests 
include the ethics of international 
peace building operations through 
the perspective of social and 
political philosophy, governance 
and con�ict management in 
Europe and India and the 
emerging forms and changing 
contexts of humanitarian 
governance. He is a PhD candidate 
in Philosophy at PRIO and the 
University of Oslo.

kristoffer liden

Cardinal John Onaiyekan
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about oslo
Oslo has a compact city centre, and shops, banks, pharmacies, public transportation and restaurants are located in close vicinity of the hotels at which 
block reservations have been made. If you need more info go to www.goodbyenuk.es.

Tourist information 
For tourist information on Oslo, please consult Visit 
Oslo’s website : http://www.visitoslo.com/en/

Public Transportation
�e website of Oslo’s public transportation system, 
Ruter, can be found:  http://ruter.no/en/

Currency
Norway uses Norwegian kroner, NOK. 
All banks and post o�ces in Oslo o�er currency 
exchange services. Money can also be exchanged at the 
airport, at FOREX or at Tourist Information o�ces in 
the city centre.

Getting around in Oslo
Taxis can be ordered through the hotel or by 
contacting the taxi companies listed on page 33. �e 
rates for a private taxi are usually starting at a 
minimum rate of NOK 120 (USD 20) within the 
Oslo city centre, increasing to a minimum of NOK 
160 (USD 28) in the evening and during nighttime. 
Taxi contact numbers are available under “Useful 
Numbers”.

�e most common means of public transportation in 
Oslo is the bus, the metro (look for a “T” for “t-bane”) 
and the tram (known as ‘trikk’), in addition to local 
ferries leaving from the harbor.
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map of
Oslo
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the chateau neuf
�e Oslo Civil Society Venue will take place in Chateau Neuf located on the 
outskirt of central Oslo (Slemdalsveien 15 Oslo, +47 22 84 45 11). We advise 
you to use the subway in Oslo to get from the hotels which is in close vicinity 
of the subway station named “Jernbanetorget”, in order to get to the closest 
subway station to �e Oslo Civil Society Forum Venue, named 
“Majorstuen”. A map of central Oslo can be found here and the website for 
the Public transport system in Oslo can be found at http://ruter.no/en/. �e 
registration fee is 500 NOK and 250 NOK for students.

�e Oslo Civil Society Forum will provide lunch for you at the conference 
venue, and there are several restaurants in the close vicinity of the hotels 
where you can buy dinner.

Co�ee, tea and water will be served at the venue. With a few minor 
exceptions, all areas in the venue are wheelchair-accessible.

Address: 
Slemdalsveien 15, Oslo
+47 22 84 45 11

Tram Stop: 
Majorstuen 
From Jernbanetorget to Majorstuen

Metro 1 (towards Frognerseteren)
Metro 2 (towards Gjønnes)
Metro 3 (towards (Storo)
Metro 4 (towards Ringen)
Metro 5 (towards Østerås)
Metro 6 (towards Sognsvann)
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Inside the chateau neuf
�e Chateau Neuf is a big building. Use these maps to �nd your way 
around the conference venue.
Signs inside the venue and ICAN’s volunteers (wearing red t-shirts) will 
help you not to get lost. 

�e areas where the main events will take place are highlighted in red.
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the team



Magnus Løvold
Team Leader

Anne Marte Skaland
Team Leader

Nosizwe Baqua
Events

Beatrice Finh
Civil Society 
Participation

As Member of ICAN International Steering Group and 
Manager of Reaching Critical Will, Beatrice knows pretty 
much all there is to know about nuclear weapons and 
disarmament. So if you have any questions about the 
issue, she’s the one to ask. She has been responsible for 
civil society participation at the international conference 
on the humanitarian impact of nuclear weapons, hosted 
by the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign A�airs on March 
4-5. 

If you want an update on an ICAN national campaign, 
even your own, Magnus is your guy.  From ICAN 
Norway he moved to Geneva, where he works as Project 
Manager in the international team. As one of the leaders 
of the Project Team he works to make sure that the 
organization of the Forum runs smoothly!  He is also in 
charge of the national campaign strategy  and acts as a 
bridge between the team and the political leadership of 
the campaign.

At �rst encounter, some �nd his candour annoyingly 
brusque. Others, however, �nd it charming and 
refreshing. Whatever you may think of him, Magnus is a 
fantastic campaigner who, since he got involved in ICAN 
around a year ago, has produced more results than most. 
He has been responsible for the forum programme, and 
made several promotional trips around Europe. Want to 
hear the latest gossip, the truth about the Project Team? 
Go to see Magnus. 

Do you have an unanswered question and are wondering 
who is in charge of this forum? Find Anne Marte. As 
Director of ICAN Norway, Anne Marte suggested to the 
Norwegian Foreign Minister in a live radio debate that he 
should host a conference on the humanitarian impact of 
nuclear weapons. Ten months later, you see the result. As 
one of the leaders of the Project Team, she coordinated 
fundraising and found the �nancial backing to make all 
this possible. 

Spokesperson for ICAN Norway and superstar-to-be 
Nosizwe will lead us through the plenary sessions of 
ICAN Civil Society Forum. Together with Misha Byrne 
from Australia, she will give her all to make sure that your 
stay in Oslo will be be an energising and thought-provok-
ing experience. She has been responsible for carving out a 
programme for the forum, together with Magnus 
Nystrand.

Magnus Nystrand
Programm

Daniela Varano
Communications & 

Media 

Do you feel that we can achieve a treaty banning nuclear 
weapons yet? If not, talk to Daniela. As Communications 
Coordinator of ICAN in Geneva, Daniela knows how to 
catch people’s attention and make them realise, in an 
instant, that nuclear weapons are a global problem that 
can actually be solved. She coordinates the media 
activities and has developed all the forum material - 
including, the t-shirt you are wearing, the videos screened 
during the plenary sessions and, of course, this booklet.
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Laura Boillot
Advocacy

Tim Wright
Spokesperson

Magnus Lysberg
Press secretary

Arielle Denis

Knut Sverre
Logistics

Di�cult to get the media to write about a ban on nuclear 
weapons, you say? Not anymore. As a journalist and 
former editor of Scandinavia’s biggest student newspaper, 
Magnus is the person to go to if you have any questions 
about how to get the media’s attention to our demand for 
a treaty banning nuclear weapons. He has been 
responsible for preparing Norwegian and international 
journalists, inviting them to the forum.

Over the last twenty years, civil society coalitions similar 
to ICAN have made real and sustainable international 
change, most notably through the development of a 
treaties banning landmines and cluster bombs. Former 
coordinator of Cluster Munition Coalition Laura Boillot 
is an experienced international campaigner, and has 
supported ICAN’s advocacy e�orts in the run up to the 
Civil Society Forum

Do you wonder how all this started? Despite his young 
age, Director of ICAN Australia Tim Wright has been 
involved in ICAN longer than most of us. He was there 
when ICAN was founded in 2007 and he was there when 
we launched our �rst big action in New York in 2010. So 
if you have any questions about ICAN, ask Tim. Tim will 
answer media requests, making sure that the rest of the 
world knows what we’re up to.

ICAN Civil Society Forum is of course just the beginning 
of an exciting journey leading to a ban on nuclear 
weapons. If you have been asking yourself what happens 
after this party is over, you should seek out Arielle. AShe 
is responsible for making sure that the momentum and 
excitement experienced here in Oslo doesn’t get lost, but 
continues until we have achieved our goal. 

If you've ever organised a conference, you will know that 
there is an endless series of details that might seem trivial, 
but which are nonetheless absolutely necessary to make 
everything run smoothly. Who's going to hand out the 
lunch boxes? How many microphones do we need for the 
di�erent sessions? Knut is the person to go to with these 
and a many other similar questions. He has been 
planning the production of this forum down to its 
smallest detail, and is coordinating our wonderful 
volunteers. If you haven't met him already, look for a 
fair-haired guy running around with a walkie-talkie. 
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NOW 
IT’S TIME TO BAN
NUCLEAR WEAPONS


