
November 23, 2013, 1:12 PM
To: ican-campaigners@googlegroups.com
Subject: ICAN Action Alert: Contact your foreign minister! 

Hey friends, 

Things are heating up, gathering momentum, and generally becoming more and more 
interesting for anyone working to get a process for a ban on nuclear weapons started. It’s 
now less than 100 days until ICAN Civil Society Forum kicks off in Oslo, and we’re really 
happy to see that so many of you have already told us that you would like to come! 

You’ll receive more information about the forum when registration opens on December 15, 
but already now we know that we’ll have a big “marketplace” with a variety of events, 
activities, and workshops relating to nuclear weapons and campaigning. Many of you have 
a lot of valuable expertise and campaigning experience, and we would be extremely happy 
to receive your ideas and suggestions about what could take place in this marketplace. 

ICAN Civil Society Forum is taking place on March 2-3, 2013 partly because the 
Norwegian government has decided to host an international conference on the 
humanitarian consequences of nuclear weapons around the same time. While civil society 
participation at this conference will be very limited, we believe that the conference will be a 
unique opportunity for our governments to open their eyes to the catastrophic and all too 
real humanitarian effects of nuclear weapons. 

To make sure that this opportunity is not lost, we will send you regular action alerts in the 
lead up to the March events. Here goes the first: 

Your government has been invited to Oslo!

Today, invitations to participate at the government conference were sent out to Norwegian 
embassies around the world to pass on to Foreign Ministries in their host countries. Letters 
have been signed by the Norwegian Foreign Minister Espen Barth Eide, and copies have 
been sent to the UN missions in Geneva. So whether you live in Nepal or South Africa, 
Great Britain or Micronesia - basically, wherever you live, we need to make sure that your 
government does its homework and sends a well-informed delegation of diplomats and 
technical experts to Oslo. 

Take action!

To achieve this, the first thing we should do is let our foreign ministers know that we are 
aware of the fact that they’ve received such an invitation. 

• Contact your Foreign Minister! 
We have written a template letter that we encourage you to translate, adapt to your 
national context (see attachment). Feel free to make any necessary changes, print it, and 
send it to your contacts in the foreign ministry. If you don't have any contacts, send it to the 
section of the ministry that deals with disarmament, humanitarian issues, or security. 
Reaching Critical Will maintains an up-to-date directory of foreign ministries, mailing 
addresses, and phone numbers (click here). Follow up with a phone call or meeting to 
make sure that your government is getting prepared for this important meeting. 

As ICAN is a campaign that derives its strength from partner organisations, we also 
encourage you to reach out to other organisations in your country, and ask them to co-sign 
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the letter. The more organisations that stand behind this, the greater the chance that it will 
reach your foreign minister’s eyes.

Are you ready to take the first step towards a ban on nuclear weapons? Let us know if you 
are, and please keep us informed of any response you get from your government. 

You should find all the documents you need attached to this e-mail: A template letter to 
foreign ministers of nuclear-armed governments; a template letter to foreign ministers of 
non nuclear-armed governments; the text of the invitation your government has received; 
and a booklet on the catastrophic humanitarian harm of nuclear weapons. If you need 
help, additional information or guidance, don’t hesitate to get in touch. 

Act and stand by for the next action alert!

The ICAN HC2013 Project Team 

---

February 6, 2013 6:32 PM 
To: ican-campaigners@googlegroups.com
Subject: Will your government be in Oslo in March? 

Hi ICANers, 

it is now less than one month until ICAN Civil Society Forum kicks off in Oslo. We have 
already received around 500 registrations, so if you haven't submitted your registration yet, 
we encourage you to do so as quickly as possible. Click here to submit your registration, 
and here to check out an updated programme. 

As many of you know, ICAN Civil Society Forum is taking place in the days immediately 
preceding the international conference: Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear Weapons, hosted 
by the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs on March 4-5 (click here to see the 
conference programme). Many of you have already followed up on our action alert and 
encouraged your government to register to this conference. According to our latest intel, 
63 governments have now registered and submitted a Note Verbale: 

States (63): 
Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Bahrain, Bhutan, Bos
nia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Canada, Central African Republic, Chile, Colombia, Costa 
Rica, Côte D`Ivoire, Czech 
Republic, Croatia, Croatia, Egypt, Gambia, Georgia, Ghana, Guinnea-Bissau, Holy 
See, Iceland, Iran, Iraq, Italy, Jamaica, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Laos, Liberia, Lithuania, Luxe
mbourg, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mongolia, Montenegro, Mozambique, Myanmar, New 
Zealand, Nigeria, Pakistan, Paraguay, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia, South 
Africa, Spain, Switzerland, Tajikistan, Tanzania, Turkey, Uganda, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Zi
mbabwe. 

In addition to these, around ten non-registered governments have made inquiries about 
the sponsorship programme, and are likely to register in the coming days. This is a great 
development, so thanks to all of you who have been, or still are, in touch with your 
government! 
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• If your government is not on the list, and you haven't already followed up on 
our first action alert, we strongly encourage you to get in touch with your 
government as quickly as possible. Click here to see the first action alert.

63 is a good number, but we should at least double this before registration deadline on 
February 10 (!) Your government has already received an invitation from the Norwegian 
embassy in your country, and they should have received a registration reminder by now. A 
copy of the invitation has also been sent to the permanent mission of your country in either 
Geneva or New York. To register, your government will have to: 

1. Register online at the conference website www.humimpact2013.no
2. Send a "Note Verbale" or official letter with information about the composition of the 

government delegation to the Norwegian Embassy in your country, or through the 
Permanent Mission of Norway in Geneva or the Permanent Mission of Norway in 
New York. 

3. Check whether they need a visa to enter Norway, and apply, if necessary (see 
"Visa" section on the conference website).  

4. Book a hotel room (see "Accommodation" section on the conference website). 

If your country is eligible for a sponsorship programme (click here to see a list of eligible 
countries), you should also encourage your government to get in touch with United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) at GVA.sponsorship.programme@undp.org as soon as 
possible. Many governments do not know that they are eligible for a sponsorship, so it 
would be good to mention this specifically if you come from a low-income country. 

If you have any questions, comments, or are in need of additional information, don't 
hesitate to get in touch! 

Best wishes, 
Magnus 

---

February 11, 2013 2:56 PM
To: ican-campaigners@googlegroups.com
Subject: UPDATE: 102 governments registered for Oslo conference

Hey ICANers, 

thanks to your efforts, 102 states have now registered and submitted a Note Verbale to 
participate in the upcoming conference on the humanitarian impact of nuclear weapons in 
Oslo. This is 40 more states than last week, and shows that our outreach efforts have had 
an effect. As you can see from the list below, all the regions of the world are now well 
represented: 

• Africa (23): Algeria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Central African Republic, 
Cote d’Ivoire, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Malawi, Madagascar, Morocco, 
Mozambique, Nigeria, Sudan, South Sudan, South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, 
Tunisia, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 
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• Asia (17): Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei, Indonesia, Japan, 
Kazakhstan, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Mongolia, Myanmar, Pakistan, Philippines, 
Republic of Korea, Tajikistan, Thailand, Vietnam. 

• Europe (33): Albania, Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia - Herzegovina, 
Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, Georgia, Germany, Holy See, 
Hungary, Ireland, Iceland, Italy, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Montenegro, Netherlands, 
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Spain, Switzerland, Sweden, The 
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey, Ukraine. 

• Americas (15): Argentina, Barbados, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Cuba, El Salvador, Guatamala, Jamaica, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, Venezuela. 

• Middle East (10): Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Iran, Jordan, Kuwait, Morocco, Qatar, 
Saudi-Arabia, Yemen. 

• Oceania (4): Australia, Fiji, New Zealand, Tuvalu. 

If your government is not on the list, and you haven't already followed up on our first action 
alert, we strongly encourage you to get in touch with your government as quickly as 
possible (click here to see the first action alert). To register, your government will have to: 

1. Register online at the conference website www.humimpact2013.no
2. Send a "Note Verbale" or official letter with information about the composition of the 

government delegation to the Norwegian Embassy in your country, or through the 
Permanent Mission of Norway in Geneva or the Permanent Mission of Norway in 
New York. 

3. Check whether they need a visa to enter Norway, and apply, if necessary (see 
"Visa" section on the conference website).  

4. Book a hotel room (see "Accommodation" section on the conference website). 

If your country is eligible for a sponsorship programme (click here to see a list of eligible 
countries), you should also encourage your government to get in touch with United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) at GVA.sponsorship.programme@undp.org as soon as 
possible. Many governments do not know that they are eligible for a sponsorship, so it 
would be good to mention this specifically if you come from a low-income country. 

If you have any questions, comments, or are in need of additional information, don't 
hesitate to get in touch. If you would like to deepen your understanding of the events that 
will take place in Oslo in March, I recommend this update from Article 36, and this 
blogpost written by Resident Senior Fellow at UNIDIR, Tim Caughley. 

Act and stand by for the next update, 
Magnus

---

February 22, 2013 4:24 PM 
To: ican-campaigners@googlegroups.com
Subject: ICAN ACTION ALERT: Get your government ready for Oslo! 

Hey ICANers, 

thanks to your efforts, 120 states have now registered and submitted a Note Verbale to 
participate in the upcoming conference on the humanitarian impact of nuclear weapons in 
Oslo. This is 18 more states since last update, and shows that our outreach efforts 
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continue to have an effect. We still expect a few more states to register, but the following 
states have registered as of today:  

• Africa (30): Angola, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Cote d’Ivoire, 
Democratic of the Congo, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Malawi, 
Madagascar, Mauritius, Mozambique, Nigeria, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 
South Sudan, South Africa, Sudan, Swaziland, Tanzania, Tunisia, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 

• Asia (19): Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bahrain, Bhutan, Brunei, Indonesia, Japan, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzta, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Mongolia, Myanmar, Pakistan, Philippines, Republic of Korea, 
Tajikistan, Thailand, Vietnam

• Europe (35): Albania, Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Belgium, Bosnia - Herzegovina, 
Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Holy See, 
Hungary, Ireland, Iceland, Italy, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Montenegro, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Spain, Switzerland, Sweden, The former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, Turkey, Ukraine

• Americas (19) : Argentina, Barbados, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, 
El Salvador, Guatemala, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, St. Lucia, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Venezuela

• Middle East (12): Algerie, Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Iran, Jordan, Kuwait, Libya, Morocco, Qatar, Saudi-
Arabia, Yemen

• Pacific (5): Australia, Cook Island, Fiji, New Zealand, Tuvalu

The conference is now only 10 days away, and its time to get the participating states on 
message. While you are best placed to know what works and doesn't work in your national 
context, we have developed messages based on two groups of countries to help 
campaigners with key arguments and talking points. 

The attached two documents respectively outline ICAN's key advocacy messages to (1) 
states party to a nuclear weapon free zone treaty and states that have signed on to the 
UNGA First Committee statement on humanitarian consequences of nuclear weapons; 
and (2) nuclear weapon possessors, nuclear umbrella states, and other countries. To 
make sure that the government delegations come to Oslo as prepared as possible, we 
encourage you to:  

• MEET WITH YOUR GOVERNMENT DELEGATION: Schedule a meeting with your 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) next week. Tell them that you would like to discuss 
the upcoming conference on the humanitarian impact of nuclear weapons, to be 
hosted by the Norway on March 4-5 in Oslo. Use the advocacy messages attached 
to this e-mail as a basis for discussion, and try and find out what the MFA's 
reflections on the conference are, and what your government's position is on a 
nuclear ban. 

• TWEET IT: Promote the conference online with Facebook and Twitter, using the 
hashtag #goodbyenukes. Make sure you follow ICAN's Twitter feed @nuclearban. If 
you have more time, we also encourage you to write a blog, a website article or a 
newsletter piece about the conference. 

• INFORM YOUR NATIONAL MEDIA CONTACTS: Send ICAN's media kit to your 
national media contacts. ICAN's Communication Coordinator Daniela Varano has 
prepared a media kit for journalists interested in the conference. The kit is available 
for download here. 

• REPORT BACK: Update the ICAN Project Team on the result of your advocacy 
efforts. 
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If your government is not on the list, and you haven't already followed up on our first action 
alert, we strongly encourage you to get in touch with your government as quickly as 
possible (click here to see the first action alert). To register, your government will have to: 

1. Register online at the conference website www.humimpact2013.no
2. Send a "Note Verbale" or official letter with information about the composition of the 

government delegation to the Norwegian Embassy in your country, or through the 
Permanent Mission of Norway in Geneva or the Permanent Mission of Norway in 
New York. 

3. Check whether they need a visa to enter Norway, and apply, if necessary (see 
"Visa" section on the conference website).  

4. Book a hotel room (see "Accommodation" section on the conference website). 

If your country is eligible for a sponsorship programme (click here to see a list of eligible 
countries), you should also encourage your government to get in touch with United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) at GVA.sponsorship.programme@undp.org as soon as 
possible. Many governments do not know that they are eligible for a sponsorship, so it 
would be good to mention this specifically if you come from a low-income country. 

Act, and stand by for the next update, 
Magnus

---
February 27, 2013 11:20 PM 
To: ican-campaigners@googlegroups.com
Subject: ICAN Action update: 128 states registered for Oslo conference

Hey friends, 

according to our latest intel, 128 states have now registered to participate in the upcoming 
conference on the humanitarian impact of nuclear weapons in Oslo. This is 8 more states 
since last update, and is very close to our advocacy target. This is an extremely good 
result, so thanks to all of you who has reached out to your government and encouraged 
them to register. The following states have registered as of today: 

• Africa (32): Algeria, Angola, Burkina Faso, Botswana, Burundi, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Cote 
d’Ivoire, Democratic of the Congo, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Madagascar, 
Mauritius, Mozambique, Nigeria, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, South Sudan, South Africa, 
Sudan, Swaziland, Tanzania, Tunisia, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 

• Asia (20): Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bahrain, Bhutan, Brunei, Indonesia, Japan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyztan, Lao 
PDR, Malaysia, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Tajikistan, Thailand, 
Vietnam

• Europe (35): Albania, Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Belgium, Bosnia - Herzegovina, Croatia, 
Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Holy See, Hungary, Ireland, Iceland, 
Italy, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Montenegro, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, 
Spain, Switzerland, Sweden, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey, Ukraine

• Americas (21) : Argentina, Barbados, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, 
El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, St. Lucia, Trinidad 
and Tobago, Venezuela

• Middle East (13): Algerie, Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Iran, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Qatar, Saudi-
Arabia, Yemen

• Pacific (6): Australia, Cook Island, Fiji, New Zealand, Tuvalu, Vanuatu
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I also encourage you all to have a look at the press release issued by our partner in UK, 
Article 36, when it was known that the UK has decided not to participate in the conference 
(click here).
 
All the best, 
Magnus 
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